Hatchet Leaning Menu


Name:_________________________________
Students will use a learning menu to explore the novel Hatchet. Your group will have the option of choosing different tasks within the menu to guide your learning.  This assignment will require that students have a total of 200 points. It is due on May 1, 2015. Along the way, you must demonstrate that you and your group have read the chapters you agreed to by completing mini-quizzes. You will need to successfully pass the quiz before you move on to the chapters. 
	Appetizers: (Vocabulary activities): Students will engage in learning new words and using the new words in order to better understand the reading. (50 points)
	Possible Points 
	Points Earned
	Chapters (between 2-3) for each task

	Visual Dictionary: Students use a three-column chart to learn vocabulary for this unit. The first column must have the unknown vocabulary, the second must have the definition of the word based on the dictionary, but using the meaning meant in the story, and the third column must have an illustration with a caption explaining the picture OR an original sentence using the word.
	10
	
	

	Flashcards: Flash cards can be created using the unknown words. One side should only have the word written large and accurately. The other side must include the dictionary definition (making sure to use the meaning from the book), an original sentence and a visual representation of the key term.
	10
	
	

	Flip Book: Students create a foldable/flap book for unknown words using either the model used in the last Social Studies unit, OR by folding a piece of notebook paper in half and cutting the first page up. Either one must include the proper definition, an original sentence, and an illustration/visual.
	10
	
	

	Word Mapping: Using the provided graphic organizer, students will complete the word map.
	10
	
	

	Student choice: Students can propose another way to learn the new words as long as it is approved by teacher and includes the proper dictionary definition and usage of the word in an original way.
	10
	
	


	Entrée (Main Dish): Students must choose a different task for each assignment – Each group is responsible for 100 points in this category. Groups can decide whether to work together on each task, or to split them up based on strengths. Groups must do at least two 10 point tasks. 
	Possible Points
	Points Earned
	Chapters (between 2-3) for each task

	REQUIRED FOR ALL:  After reading each chapter, students will keep a record of all the problems and challenges that Brian faces on a two-column chart in their Hatchet notebook. The title of the first column will be “Oh No! What NOW?” and will list the challenges/problems Brian faces. The second column will be titled SURVIVAL! And will list the solutions that Brian finds for these challenges.
	20
	
	

	Questioning: Each student writes 5 thoughtful questions about what they read, using sentence starters such as “I wonder, How…, Why…” Questions must not be easily answered, but relate to the conflict, theme, or character of Brian.

	10
	
	

	Determining Importance: What are the most important things that happened in your reading? Why did you select them as the most important events?


	10
	
	

	Inferring: Make several guesses about something that happened in the chapters you read. Use specific clues from the story and your own background knowledge to make a guess about why a character did/did not do something, or why something happened the way it did.

	10
	
	

	Visualizing: Draw a picture of several major events that happened in the story. Be sure to include a caption, or dialogue/thought bubbles to explain the scene. 

	10
	
	


	Summary:  Groups can also choose to write a summary of their reading. Summaries should be well constructed, free of grammatical errors and include detail. Remember-summaries must include ONLY the most important information from what you read.


	10
	
	

	Depth and Complexity Task Cards:  Students choose task cards from at least 3 different areas (Big Idea, Details, Unanswered Questions, Language of the Disciplines, Ethics, Multiple Perspectives, Patterns, Relate over time, Trends, or Rules) and discuss the questions in group, Each member then determines the one question they want to write further about in at least one paragraph supported by textual evidence.

	20
	
	

	Character Development chart: Using the information from the novel, create a visual comparison of Brian over the course of the book. Be sure to include his thoughts, actions, beliefs, motivations, as well as the challenges he faces that cause him to change.

	20
	
	

	Animal Encounters: Throughout the book Brian has encounters with a variety of animals. Using the Internet, research the various animals and create animal profiles using artwork. On the profile you must include a quote from the novel, key information about the animal and explain the role the animal played in the novel.

	20
	
	

	Mini Comic Book: Create a comic book, illustrating the major events of the assignment you read. Comic must accurately depict what happened and include Brian’s thoughts using thought/talking bubbles, or captions.

	20
	
	

	Travel Brochure: Groups are responsible for creating a travel brochure for Brian’s Lake. The brochure must include the natural resources available, climate, animal life and both the positive and negative aspects of his landing site.

	20
	
	

	Challenge Collage: Groups create a collage of the various challenges that Brian encounters throughout the reading you completed. Be sure to create the collage to show not only the challenges, but the effect of the challenges on Brian’s character.

	20
	
	

	Brian’s Diary Entry: Pretend you are Brian and that you are trying to keep a record about what happened to you in case you don’t survive. Write several diary entries describing what happened to you, why you are there, what happened in your life and perhaps even an entry to your father if you decide to share the SECRET.  

	20
	
	

	Hatchet Poster: Using the symbol of the Hatchet, create a poster explaining the ways that this item is a perfect symbol for the book. What does it stand for? How does it relate to Brian…be sure your poster has a large picture of a hatchet, includes at least 3 quotes from the book that relate to the Hatchet in different ways, and a short explanation of the various ways the Hatchet stands for the book.

	20
	
	

	Magazine Article: You have been asked to write an article about Brian and how he survived in the wild without help. Your article should consist of short paragraphs expressing the main events of his survival, a “photo” or “picture” of Brian in the wilderness, and an explanation of how he was able to survive. *Should be done only once book has been completed.

	20
	
	

	Total Points


	
	
	


Hatchet Book Projects
	These are INDEPENDENT activities, culminating projects that will ask you to synthesize everything you’ve learned. Each project must demonstrate knowledge of the conflicts/challenges Brian faced, the themes present in the story, and how Brian changed in the story and why.
	
	
	

	Hatchet Game: Create a board game that includes the challenges that Brian faced, how he changed over the course of the novel and several clues to the theme of the book. 
 
	50
	
	

	Photo Album: Make an album for Brian. You may use magazine clippings, pictures from the Internet, and original artwork to help you. Be sure to include captions/descriptions to go with each picture that explain the themes in the book, the various types of challenges, as well as how Brian changed over the course of the book. Think about this as though you were Brian, trying to share with others what happened while you were stranded and how it changed you.

	50
	
	

	Book Review: Write a review of Hatchet. Be sure to include information on the character of Brian, how he changes in response to challenges, the theme of the story and how Gary Paulsen’s writing enhances the plot of Hatchet. If it is approved by a teacher, you may post the review on Learn2earn or the class website.

	50
	
	

	Act-It-Out Scene: Pick a series of scenes from the book that demonstrate how Brian changes as well as one of the themes of the novel. Turn that into a mini-play with you playing Brian and include several monologues (talking by ones’ self) that explain what you are doing from Brian’s point of view.

	50
	
	

	Pop-Up Book: Create a 5-page book with a minimum of 3 pop-ups on each page. Each page should include an explanation of what is shown on that page. It should have a cover with the title of the book, and the author. Your pop-ups must focus in on the three learning goals we are working on: types of challenges/conflicts, themes in the book, and character development/change. 

	
	
	

	Create a home page: Using appropriate backgrounds, pictures and quotes, create a home page for the novel Hatchet.  This project must include information about the themes of the book, the conflicts/challenges that Brian faced, and describe how Brian changed over the course of the book and why. This information should be supported with both text and visuals. You must include links to five websites that a.) You think Brian would be interested in, OR b.) Are connected in some way to Brian/Brian’s experiences. 

	
	
	


